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TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL DEEPLY CONCERNED OVER ARREST
OF NICARAGUAN COMPTROLLER-GENERAL

“DISTURBING PATTERN OF FALSE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST OFFICIALS WHO FIGHT
CORRUPTION IN HIGH PLACES”

Posted 11 November 1999 by Transparency International Secretariat

Transparency International, the international organisation against corruption, has expressed its deep
concern at the arrest of Agustín Jarquín Anaya, the Comptroller-General in Managua, Niacaragua on
Wednesday. Transparency International also calls for a fair and prompt trial of Mr. Jarquín Anaya.

"While we cannot, of course, express an opinion on this particular case, in many parts of the world there
has been a disturbing pattern of false accusations made against officials seen by their public to be fighting
corruption in high places", said TI Executive Director Miguel Schloss. TI said that it was aware of the
excellent reputation Mr. Jarquín Anaya enjoys for fighting high-level corruption, and the shock that the
arrest had caused.

TI stressed that the existence of a strong and independent Auditor-General as well as a judiciary fully
independent from pressure by the executive was vital for any integrity system.

TI also recalled that even when acquitted, the fact of a trial or an accusation has been used with increasing
frequency to deny the re- appointment of wrongfully accused officials to the post from which they had
been suspended. "We call on the government to guarantee not only a speedy and fair trial, but also to give
a public assurance that, if acquitted, Mr. Jarquín Anaya will be immediately restored to the office he held at
the time of his arrest," said Miguel Schloss.
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